The Hi ft ory oj King Lear. 

Alb, We will greet the time. 

Baft. T o both thefe lifters haue I fworne my loue, 

Each lealous of the other,as the fting arc of the Adder, 

Which of them {ball I take, both one 

Or neither ; neither canbecnioy’d 

If both rcmaine aliuc : to take the Widdo w, 

Exafpcratcs, makes mad her lifter Qonorill, 

And hardly (hall I carry out my fide 
Her husband being aliue. Now then wec’l vfe 
His countenance for the battell, which being done 
Let her that would be rid of him deuife 
His lpeedy taking off : as for his mcrcic 
Which he extends to Lear and to Cordelia, 

The battell done.and they within our power, 

Shall neuer fee his pardon .-for my date 

Stands on me to dcfend,noc to debate. *■* 

trtlarftm. Enter the powers of France oner the ft age, Cordelia 
with her Father in her hand. 


Enter Edgar and Glofter . 

fd^.Hcere Father, take the (hado w of this bufti 
For your good hoaft: pray that the right may thruic. 

If euer I rcturnc to you againe, 
lie bring you comfort. 

Glo. Grace go with you fir. 

Alarum and retreat . Enter Edgar. 

Edo. Away olde man, giuc me thy nand.away, 
King %ar hath loft, he and his daugntcr tanc: 

Giue me thy hand, come on. 

Gh. No farther fir.a man may rot eucn heer . 

Edo. What in ill thoughts agen ? Men mu ^ endur€ » 
Their going hence, euen as their comming hither, 

Ripc 

Brf/f.Somc officers take themaway.g 0 o^ 8 uar ^' 

Vntill their greaser pleafurcs beft be know 


Exit 


Exit. 


that 


TheHiftoryof King Lear, 

That are to cenfure them. 

Cor. We are not the firft, . 

Who with beft meaning haue incurr d the word . 

For thee oppreffed King am 1 caft downe. 

My lelfe could elfe our-frowne falfe tortunes frownc. 

Shall we not fee thefe daughters, and thefe lifters? 

Lear. No, no, come let’s away to pnfon, 

We two alone will fing like birds i’ch cage : 

When thou doft aske me blefling.Ile knce.e downe 
And aske of thee forgiueneffe : fo weell hue, 

And pray, and tell old tales,and laugh 
At gilded Butterflies, and hcare pooreRoeues 
Talke ofCourtncwcs.and weel talke with them too, 

Who loofes, and who wins ; wliofe in, whole out* 

And take vpon’s the my fiery of things. 

As if we were Gods fpies : and weel weare out 
In a walld prifon.packes andfe&s of great ones. 

That ebbe and flow by the Moone. 

Baft. Take thenvaway. 

Lear. Vpon fuch Sacrifices roy Cordelia 
The gods themfelues throw incenfe. Haue I caught thee r 
He that parts vs (hall bring a brand from heauen. 

And fire vs hence like Foxes, wipe thine eyes. 

The good (hall deuoureem.fleach and fell. 

Ere they (hall make vs wcepe ? Wide fee cm ftarue nrft. 

Baft. Gome hither Gaptainc,hearke, . s::; r J 

Take thou this note, go follow them to prifon. 

One ftep I haue aduaneft thee, if thou doft as this inftructs thee. 
Thou doft make thy way to Noble fortunes : 

Know thou this, that men are as the time is; 

To be tender minded does not become a fvyord. 

Thy gre^t employment will not beare queftion. 

Either fay thout do’t, or thriue by other meanes. 

CapTle doo? my Lord. 

Baft. Aboqt it,and write happy when thou haft done, 

Mavkclfay inftarnly, and carry it fo 

Aslhauefct'it downe. 


Exit 


